
Right  Eminent  Knights,  Very  Eminent  Knights,    Distinguished  Visitors   
and  Brother  Knights  All. 

As we come to the end of my second year as Provincial Prior and greet the start 
of my third, I look back over the last 12 months and the very successful year 
we have had as a Province. The Provincial visits made by the Sub Prior Mark 
and myself have been happy and enjoyable occasions with strong support from 
the Provincial Officers and of course my Bodyguard. 

Back in October we had a very successful Malta meeting, chaired by our Sub 
Prior E.Kt. Mark Harrison who along with Knights of the Province gave a 
ceremony to be rightly proud of and as we have come to expect the ritual was 
first class. The names of E.Kt. Malcolm Peter and Kt. Dan Moodey are both 
justly worthy of mention. 

Our Church Service in September was again a great success with both the 
church and the tea that followed full to capacity. Since our move from the 
Chelmsford Cathedral several years ago our important annual event has gone 
from strength to strength. 

As we raced into 2025 the Knights of the Province certainly showed great 
speed and enthusiasm to continue where they had left of in 2024 in the first 
couple of months I made 5 Preceptory visits and 3 were made by the Sub Prior, 
all of which were extremely well attended by the Active Provincial officers and 
members of the Bodyguard. 

There was certainly no staleness after the Christmas holiday when it came to 
the January POI which was attended by 38 Knights, which to my amazement 
was surpassed in February by an attendance of 51 Knights, a truly magnificent 
turn out. 

We are now getting regularly just below 40 Knights at every POI and I would 
ask you Brother Knights to encourage all the new Knights joining your 
Preceptories to come along and join us, and try to get the most out of their 
Knights Templar Masonry.  

The New ‘Centenary fund’ also took off at pace and donations made by some 
of the Preceptories, the POI and personal donations in the first four months of 
the Fund have now topped £ 11000.   

 

 



 

A magnificent start to the new fund, which of course will all find its way to the 
St. John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital over the next 5 years as we move to our 
celebration of 100 years as a Province in 2030.    

I was very pleased and proud to present certificates to those Preceptories today 
and my heart felt Congratulations to you all. 

Please don’t forget to display the fact that you are Patrons on the front of your 
summons. 

Many of you, like myself will be in possession of, or indeed as I am wearing 
the new limited edition cufflinks, the design duplicated from the first 
Provincial Priors Collar Jewel worn by V.E.Kt. the Rev. Felix E. Crate, which 
was placed over his head and onto his  breast on the 30th September 1930 by 
the then Grand Master  major General T.C.P. Calley.  

Just 100 sets were made to mark our 100 years and all were sold in just a 
matter of days at the launch and have raised another £1000 to go into the 
centenary fund. 

There will be more items and collectables to follow over the next 5 years. 

Brother Knights I have been asked on a couple of occasions by Knights 
whether there will be an opportunity to contribute to the ‘Centenary Fund’ 
and become Individual Patrons. We have now investigated this possibility 
and further news will be sent to all Knights in the very near future. 
 
Having made your personal donation you will be presented with a  Collar 
Jewel and a lapel badge to proudly wear to show that you are a Patron of the 
fund.  
 

Brother Knights I would now like to move on and offer my Sincere thanks to 
my Sub Prior Mark, Vice Chancellor Chris Smith, my Provincial Marshal Tony 
Masella, the Provincial Registrar Sid Philpin and to all those who have helped 
before the day and to those who have taken part during the day to make today 
possible and such a great success. 

Having been involved in these arrangements myself for many years I am well 
aware of the time and effort that goes into a day like this and that these things 
do not just happen. My Grateful thanks to you all.   



Congratulations to my Bodyguard for a fine display of silent drill. Many of the 
Knights taking part today are relatively new to the Order and are taking part for 
the first time, two of whom have only become Bodyguard members today.  

Well done, I am Proud of you all and I commend you for having the drive and 
passion to put yourselves into this team to perform where there is of course no 
hiding place. 

I am also aware of a number of the members of the Bodyguard who haven’t 
been on the team today but who have contributed greatly in assisting with 
rehearsals and making themselves available as stand byes for the performance 
today.  

I would also like to thank my Commander E.Kt. Peter Dawson, his deputy Kt. 
Paul Kelly, the Registrar E.Kt. David Chapman and all the members of my 
Bodyguard for all their hard work, time and attendance that they have put in 
over the last year in supporting both the Sub Prior, myself and indeed the 
Province on so many occasions.  

My thanks also go to our Provincial Chancellor V.E.Kt. Clive Purdy 
for his continuing support during the year in looking after and attending the 
Malta Degree ceremonies throughout the Province. 

My congratulations to all of the Knights receiving Provincial Honours and 
Promotions today. These are all well deserved, not just for what you have done 
so far but, I have no doubt, for what you will continue to do, for both your 
Preceptories and for this Province in the future. 

Whilst on the subject of Honours and Promotions can I take this opportunity to 
give both your and my congratulations to E.Kt. Martyn Howes on his recent 
appointment as head of both the Order of the Red Cross of Constantine and of 
the Knights Templar Priests here in Essex.  

Brother Knights the Great Priory meeting takes place next week on Wednesday 
21st at Great Queen Street and although it is too late to book to dine, it isn’t too 
late to go along and support the Order and those from Essex receiving Great 
Priory Ranks and Promotions and of course to enjoy what is a spectacular day.  

The four Knights receiving Great Priory rank are: 

E.Kt. Donald Christopher Smith as Past Great A de C. 

E.Kt. Barrie McCappin as Past Great A de C. 



E.Kt. David Bridge as Past Great Warden of Regalia. 

And being promoted too Past Great Registrar  

E.Kt. Bill King who will now become a Very Eminent Knight.  

My Congratulations to you all, the Honour is justly deserved for all that you 
have done and indeed for what, as I said earlier, for what I am sure you will 
continue to do for our Province and the Order in General.  

Brother Knights, today as we know is the 80th Anniversary of Victory in 
Europe, V E Day, bringing to an end the war in Europe, 

Although 80 years ago today my Father was still in Burma fighting the 
Japanese and cursing the crappy foreign food. 

Whilst this is indeed a day for celebration, as indeed the end of any war should 
be. Looking at the day from a different prospective, I find it quite thought 
provoking and very sad that as people of this World especially those who are 
supposed to lead and control our future we still never learn and never have 
learned from History, and because no one learns, it makes the waste of human 
life, mostly of innocent human beings seem even more futile. 

Currently there are 60 Wars, Insurrections and Conflicts going on in the world 
today, the same day as we celebrate one that finished 80 years ago and hoped at 
that time it would be an end to all wars. 

Most of these wars are driven by Greed, Personal ambition and ego, with many 
having hidden agendas.  

Is it any wonder that every time I hear that piece in our ritual taken from St. 
Paul’s Epistle that I feel a despair and anger at the world that we live in; 

“Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the 
wiles of the Devil. For we wrestle not against Flesh and Blood but against 
Principalities, against Powers, and against the Rulers of the Darkness of this 
World, against Spiritual Wickedness in High Places.” 

Brother Knights, This may well have always been true, but never truer than in 
the world that we live in today. 

Brother Knights it really is now time that we put on the Whole armour of God. 

 



When we are celebrating V E Day today, perhaps we should, in our prayers 
give thanks that we are in a happier, better and safer position than many others 
around the world today and ask the Great Captain of our Salvation to teach and 
give guidance to those in the world who sadly seem to need it. 

Brother Knights It only remains for me to again thank all those who have 
taken part today, to all those who work so hard behind the scenes to make 
our meetings a success, to our Honoured Guests and to you Brother Knights 
for your attendance, …….for your continued support of this Province and of 
Myself and in helping to make this such a wonderful Province to be a 
member of. 
 
Brother Knights may the Great Captain of our Salvation be with us and our 
Families until we all meet again. 
 
Thank you Brother Knights. 
 
R.E.Kt. Roger L. Smith 
Provincial Prior 
 

 

 


